
Cont’d on back... 

“What Does Synod Have to do with Serve?”  

Dear family of Platte CRC- 

This past month, you probably did not see me in your dining room or    

living room because June was a whirlwind of other activity. CRC Synod 

was in the first half of the month; our Platte Serve Project was the second 

half of the month. These would seem to be very different events. Synod is 

described by some as a big week-long council meeting, with a lot of      

gray-haired dudes and motions and amendments. Meanwhile, Serve is a 

youth event. People jump into vans through the windows. On first glance, 

you might think that the only thing the two have in common is that both 

leave you sleep deprived, but I think both have taught me this common 

thing: the importance of doing things together.  

My first Synod experience has taught me the importance of doing things 

together. Honestly, it would be much easier for us to be a non-

denominational, independent, community church. We could make our 

own decisions and have our own policies. But is that the right way? What I 

most enjoyed about Synod was having to make a decision on a question 

with reformed Christians from Ontario, Canada to Ontario, California. 

Sure, it can be maddening. Canadians and Californians are both odd, but 

they think the same thing about South Dakotans! And in other ways, we’re 

all the same. It was a joy for me to sit down with brothers and sisters from 

very different places but the same church. We ought to give thanks that we 

are a part of a denomination where we pool our resources together to do 

more and where we come together and make a decision. It is easier to just 
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make decisions on our own; however, is it better? An African proverb was 

quoted during one of the Synod sessions that I thought was incredibly 

wise: “If you want to go fast, go alone; if you want to go far, go together.” 

Synod taught me the importance of doing things together. The church is 

bigger than us.  

My third Serve experience also taught me the importance of doing things 

together. The theme this year was “Authentic Community,” a reminder 

that the church is, at its core, a community. Our catechism says that the 

Son of God is gathering, protecting, and preserving for himself “a        

community chosen for eternal life and united in true faith” (Q 54). If 

someone were to ask a question like, ‘why do we do Serve,’ or ‘what is the 

value in hosting Serve’ (good questions to ask), I might suggest that a main 

benefit of hosting Serve is that it brings us as a church to work on       

something together. For a week out of the year, there’s a bustle of activity 

around the church. Each evening, you see people coming together. You 

see teamwork. We need to come together to pull it off – no one person can 

do it alone. For myself, I gave thanks watching our spiritual leader, Luke 

Vander Leest, teach from God’s Word faithfully, instead of me doing it. 

Not because I loved not having the work, but because it was a reminder 

that others do the same work I do, and they do it better. And that’s great! 

My hope is that each year Serve brings us together. Regardless of what 

work is accomplished by the students or what the participants gain, if we 

gain that, it is worth it. Serve taught me the importance of doing things  

together. The church is bigger than just you or me.  

The culture of this world fights against togetherness and community. We 

are becoming increasingly isolated, individualistic, and independent. I am, 

by nature, an introvert. I like doing things on my own. But we ought to 

celebrate things that bring us to come together and build community.  

In Christ, Pastor Drew 



FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Praise God as the God who does not take pleasure in wickedness, but 
rules in goodness and justice. 

 Ask that the Holy Spirit would build a culture of discipleship in our 
church, and that through it, those in our community might come to 
know Jesus, be like Jesus, and share Jesus. 

 For necessary amounts of rain and sunshine to grow the crops! Pray  
also for prices to be what families need to make a living, and for safety 
in the wheat harvest. 

 For our High School youth as they attend the Reformed Youth Services 
convention in LaMirada, CA. Ask God to give them safety, a better  
understanding of His Word, and increased love for Christ and His 
church. 

 Lift up the marriages of our church and ask God to provide patience, 
enduring love, and wisdom to husbands and wives. 

 Pray for Laney Buitenbos, who will be baptized this month, and her 
parents, Michael and Abby. Ask God to help these new parents grow 
into their role faithfully, and ask that God grow Laney in the grace and 
knowledge of Jesus. 

 Ask that newer members of our church might be enfolded and          

welcomed: Jon Hoeksema, Travis Vanden Bos and Taryn Vander Pol. 

Nursing Home Residents, Caretakers and Shut-ins: 

 Jennie Bultsma, Kevin Burma, Gertie DeJong, Janet DeJong,                       

Clair & Pearl Dyk, Marie Kok, Esther Hoekman, Clarence Hunsucker,          

JoAnn Kuipers, Juna Meyerink, Helen Pheifer, Ruth Pranger, Cheryl 

Reed, Don & Evelyn Severson, Harriet Sprik, Ann Vander Pol, Leona 

Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren, Betty Van Zee, Viola Vander Tuin 

 

 

 



27: Leona Van Dusseldorp 

27: Lois Visscher 

27: Molly Sybesma 

28: Dee Kredit 

28: Sean Sybesma 

30: Clarence Boltjes 

31: Brian DeGroot 

31: Tammy Meyerink 

July Anniversaries: 

6: Tony & Rozella Baan Hofman 

8: Elmer & Judie Visscher 

9: Roland & Deb Bultsma 

17: Bob & Corinne Middendorp 

17: Roy & Norma Lorensen 

26: Marion & Marie Kuipers 

July Birthdays: 

3: Deb Bultsma 

4: Mae Lieuwen 

5: Joan Niewenhuis 

5: Sawyer DeGroot 

6: McKenna Kok 

6: Viola Vander Tuin 

9: Luanna Kuipers 

11: Elaine Dyk 

13: Mae Wunderink 

(Missionary) 

14: Leon Sprik 

15: Bailey Kraayenbrink 

22: Eli Kraayenbrink 

25: Jessica Weg 

26: Chris Kuipers 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Don & Mae Wunderink (SIM– Peru) 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Jennie Kaemingk, Harriet Meyerink, Susie DeWaard, Andrew Sybesma, 

Henry & Jeanette DeLange, and Gert Vander Werp. 

 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 


